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. .Staff Reporter ;
e_u=cm=m§=®8-.=»=gﬁm=n»nmuasm net :
‘Maria Mucaria muist Have applied for more \&mn

"100 teaching jobs after completing "her- music -
 teaching bachelor’s: degree from the Crane School -
of Music at SUNY Huoaamg. but 1o one would gm B

her.
“They were: ooﬁooﬂoa 1 20&.“54 getto ﬁoﬂw wm-
cause I couldn’t drive,” said Mucaria, a 34-year-old
Cortland resident who is legally blind.

. More. than 10 years Jlater, Mucaria was Hmoom- .

Emmm as one of five Cortland County disabled em-
ployees of the year. The employees were honored
Wednesday at the fifth anmual Cortland - County

. .awards ceremony for National Uamw:& mn%_ow-_

‘ment Awareness Month. _

'The event, a luncheon at the Elk’s Lodge in Cort-.

land that drew about 75 people, also recognized six
companies that employ people with disabilities and
a high school student on her way to getting a job.

It was put on by Access to Independence, Cort- -

land Works Career- Center, J.M. Murray Center’s
Employment Connections and the state’s Vocation-
al and Educational Services for Individuals with
Disabilities department.

" Mucaria, who is mmﬁlmEEo%om as a E.Zmﬁ flute
teacher and a licensed massage therapist, was not
the only disabled employee award recipient who
once faced oﬁwzmsm% getting a job because of her
&mw.c_rq

m:x moEm%H 47, mw& she was &mmuo%g 2_9

SR .” vawwmmBm in October 2002 and had to leave hér job .
- atMarjetta Corp. because of the chemical odors. m:m
: _oo&mb; find d Hmnmﬁaoéﬁ job after her departure.:

'She ‘said ‘at an ‘interview she would be- c@muouﬁ
m&oﬁ her emphyséma, just to-be honest, but umoEm

‘would take her openness the wrong way. -
- pever try to use my disability to-get mvoﬁa
treatment, but that’s what some thought I was do-
~'ing,” said Schrader, who now works at Cortland Wm-

gional Medical Center as a receptionist. . -
- I ML ZE.E% Center’s Employment OoEﬁoaom

‘branch helped her find the job, she said.
.Schrader was recognized by her job coach, mmamw :

Goonan, for having a smiling face that touches hun-

own mEEo%Q. Goonan had nominated. mo?mamu
while Baier had nominated Mucaria.

Erik Hobart, a residential coordinator with the’
: H#EEM_S Racker Center, Courtney Walker, a buffet
‘tearn member with Ponderosa and Jeni Oechsle, a

baker’s assistant at Price Chopper, also received

_employee of the year awards.

~ According to statistics from the U.S. .Om:mcm wz.

reau, in 2000 52 petcent of the county’s 2,712 dis-
“abled people between the ages of 16 and 64 were
. ”mEEome while 74 percent of the 13,000 disabled

people in the same age category were employed.

"dreds of pecple a day, while Mucaria was recog-
nized by her fiancé, Aaron Baier, for being: hard-:
- working, dedicated, open-minded, friendly and her -

: mBEo%Q,m were HmoomENm@ é&ﬁmma.@ for their

.mmonm in 35@ to. _uoomﬁ m._n vmnomaﬁmm of Bmmzaa .
. workers through hiring, training and .?.oﬁnﬁm H.&,. _
. mﬁﬁoom for people with disabilities. :
- Those eémployers: were Zoﬁbﬁoo& Wnﬁmgrﬁ. ,
. tion and Extended Care Facility, Custodial Mogomm, :
- Hampton Trifl, O&amow Zagoawm_ D_Em.m and Sell- -
“.e0 Industries. . : .

. For the first time this UEE. Hoo& mmauﬁmm ?.awg?

“ed an award to a- Emw school student with a disabil-

ity who'is on his or her way to getting a job..

" Cortland High School student Micki K:nmm re-

ceived the award Wednesday. She wants to work in

" the child care fiéld and has experience working at

various local child care centefs, including BOCES.

A greater emphasis has been placed on'preparing
~high school. students with disabilifies for careers,

said Laura Pforter, a youth specialist with the JM.
Muiray Center who' presented zcnma with her
award, and Kari Hilsinger another wozﬁ mm_mﬁw:wﬁ

- with the J.M. Murray Center. © .
- At the ,camEEum of the school year ,35 women
~were placed in-Cortland High School as part of a

three-year $680,334 grant Cortland High School re-
ceived through the state Vocational and Education-

al Services for Individuals with Disabilities office.

- There, they will work with the school’s approxi-

“mately 150 students with- disabilities to help them

: m@@@ for jobs, explore their career ovaosw and rec-
. ognize their mn.mum&m. : ,

“Tt’s.great just seeing kids comein mmu:nm wcc can

help out ﬁ?,m@ﬁ.ﬁmﬁoﬂmw m;mEmQ.. said.




