] excessive bacteria; that 20 percent
w\ ; of the fruit and vegetable wEmw.
P surveyed was deemed su ;
«] : and that some children’s prodiifts
10te were defective or laced ﬁ& i
not ful chemicals.
The announcement éamj
Its midst of a growing scandal ovet
quality and safety of Chiriésg=
made exports and follows a sefiggof
o , international recalls Eﬁ.ﬁ By
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+ H. zom_.m - seeks to publish-an The 300-page mam
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these | playsat: autobiography on dont b oo focal barei. he Jfetime musician’s: pode
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i looking for an editor

v CONTINUED FROM Al
fife; the good and the bad,”
Simms said in a firm but raspy
voice Friday in Northwoods at
Hilltop, where he’s undergoing
physical rehabilitation.
- “Roots 0 Fruits” recoonts
Sinms" struggles and SUCCESSES,
from growing up in segregated
Alabama near Selma, where the
Ku Kiux Klan would pay visits, to
becoming one of the Navy's first
blagk music directors and thenan
editcation staffer for former Gov.
Nelson A, Rockefeller.
Te'san inspirational story about
a conquéring spirit who tri-
hed because he wasn’t afraid
to fail, More than anything, he
says, it reflects the power 0
dreams. o
“Anybody with a dream, if
they have the willingness to stick
to it, work, prepare themselves,
then anything is possible.”
Zs;imms entered the world -in
s American South to “foving- -
pestrict parents who were it
sigians. - o
=His father permitted him to
pl}é’; only classical music, and sent .
Simms to Alabama’s "Tuskegee
[Srte, the prestifious acade=
ifyFounded by Booker T: Wash--
isigon in i
citeAmericans.
“Ximins graduated from Tus-
kigee in 1938, just before . its
t#ahing of the nation’s first black
mifHary pilots, The Tuskegee
Afffnen, who flew missions in
Whirld War IL , 7
= was a’ place where black
pitiple were welcome with or
without funds,” Simms said.
“Phey came in droves, almost

naged some of them. They grew -

ugrto be somebody, and Tuske-
gee encouraged them 't0 be a
-dﬁc’ouldbé‘.” -

=Rimms sharpéned his business
am artistic skills at Tuskegee.
While - continuing o play the
pemo and clarinet, he managed
the-family business,
'l?t; Co., and sold souvenirs,
mestlybuttons. .o
"= was trylDg to find myself. I
wam’t a high 1Q person, 50 i
fé_;l_y had to work like hell in
Hyingldd”
ﬁiga-;iandaj ‘Button - sales - never

- .

o

. the world duting Work

~ arid eamed - degrees .in

the Sassafras’

caugh fire, so after graduating, -
Simms became a teacher in the
only black high school in Arkan-
sas, earning $63 2 month. He
moved north to make more MON=
ey, and taught industrial arts in
Maryland. All the while, he in-
structed music on the side.

The young man's sound so
jmpressed 4 school supervisor
that he suggested Simms join the
Navy. -

Simms volunteered as the
United States desegregated the
Armed Forces in 1942 ‘He was
among 5,000 blacks aflowed 0~

- enlist ountside the steward’s

branch, a section reserved for
blacks, and became @ musician
second class, He ptoved himself,
and. was named director of The
Schoot of Music for Black Ser-
vicemen at the Great Lakes Na-

val Training Center near Chica-

“Siarns recruited: black cooks

and: others from the N Y3

sapervised. the training of MOXe

thian, 100 band units gghai’;j;en,'t;ér--,

cathied “miaval  personnel ~around:
P World W

“from 1942101945 o

Sirmtiss was Finally: ip_%ayiq:gg—;—;_ -

and teaching — jazz: He said he
encountered Little prejudice

the pusic. R SR
- Fhe band members' helped
lead to the eventual integration
of the Navy and winning equal
opportunity for all sailors; NV
Rear Admiral A.E. Rondeau said

* ava Great Lakes reupion in 2003,

«“Rands are very important to
the military,” Simms said, They

matched, pla ed at dances, fu-
nerals, football games and more. .

service,

After his milita
is GLBill

Simms cashed in on

administration from New’ York
University. He ‘married Lois
Wilson Simms, -2 relationship
that lasted for 23 years. - - o
- Simms worked as 2 pub!ic
school teacher in the Bronx, an
instructor atNew York Univessi:
ty and in ‘various academic jobs
before md

Region in 973 to become an

‘education g_péécialis‘t for the state’

Office of Economic Opportunt-

+ during World War H.

- ond ' wife,

school”

moving o the Capital

bassoon while inthe Navy

him- to. improve clementary and
secondary education in the state:”

Simms, . of Newtonville, had.
come 3 long _\_'.:ay‘fmm his native’
Snow Hill,” Ala.. He- retired in-
1978 as director of the now-de- -
funct state Office for T ducation
Performance Review.

Butinstead of going on golfing
trips, Simms became on¢ of the

black board me e

DIAC qn bers of the
any SymphonjOrchestra, s0°

“fciting blacksupgort and minor-

Sty involvement. Te,and his sec-
Carrie. . Simms,

Siablishied - Noble /Greeting

'+ Cards in 1979, whien Simms went

‘o thie store one day: and couldn’t
“find a card that ‘blacks could .
b couple triéd for years t©
“mik & it work; seventually putting.
out a Christmas line. They al-
most lost it all on the venturg,
Simmg said. “The doors opengﬁ

vy wind closed, all along. the way. But

that ever -stoppe

that . opped ‘mne. T kept
looking for doors: that were stitl
open,” hesaid. E o
© Gimms ‘still tnkers with the
keys. He recently lit up North-
woods diping room with 2 beau- -
(iful version of the jazz classie
wenderly”
-~ Afterward; discussion tarned -
back to-his book; which he calls 2
diary, of -2 black entrepreneuf.
Thinking it aover, he and Carrié
Simms say they could use 2 vol-
unteer oditor €6 further organize
the piece. ;
 “If e could get the book
published,: we could sell. sore
copies,” he said. ¢ oy

> Dennis Yuisko can beredched '
- gr581-8438 o7 by e-maitat

. ty. 'F.Rmkﬁfgﬂﬁri.'iatér la'ppoii_lggd' dﬁmko@nmesunioncom FRa
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